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On March 17, in Managua, the Ministers of Agriculture from each of the Central American
countries, plus Panama, Mexico and the Dominican Republic, concluded a two-day meeting aimed
at designing a regional strategy for agricultural development and food security. The meeting
was the 13th annual gathering of the Council of Agriculture Ministers (Consejo de Ministros de
Agricultura y Ganaderia de Centroamerica, Mexico y Republica Dominicana, CORECA). The
outgoing CORECA president, Mexico's Agriculture Secretary Carlos Hank Gonzalez, and his
successor, Nicaragua's Roberto Rondon, were present at the meeting. In declarations to reporters,
Rondon said the ministers approved a series of regulations and procedures for modernization
programs in Central American agriculture. Mexico agreed to provide technical assistance to
countries in the region for the introduction of new technologies aimed at increasing crop yields and
for crop substitution programs. Crop substitution aims to replace some of the region's traditional
agricultural mainstays such as basic grains, coffee, and bananas with new crops which are more
competitive internationally. Agreement was also reached on region-wide standards and cooperation
for pest eradication programs. Rondon urged participants at the meeting to prioritize agricultural
modernization programs. "We must face up to the changes which are taking place in an increasingly
competitive world [market], devoid of subsidies and protectionist barriers," said Rondon. (Sources:
Notimex, 03/16/93; Agence France-Presse, 03/16/93, 03/17/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

